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Publications Guide
The National Parent Forum of Scotland produces a range of resources for parents and learners. 
All of our publications aim to provide a clear, succinct overview to help parents understand the 
different aspects of Curriculum for Excellence, and to support learning both at home and in school.

Apprenticeships in a Nutshell
http://bit.ly/apprenticeships-in-a-
nutshell 

Assessment in a Nutshell for  
Broad General Education
http://bit.ly/assessment_BGE 

Assessment in a Nutshell for  
National Qualifications
http://bit.ly/nutshells_assessment 

Career Conversations in a Nutshell
http://bit.ly/2career_conversations

Career Education  
A World of Possibilities
http://bit.ly/career_education

Clicked: social media and your
school community 
www.npfs.org.uk/2018/05/clicked

Cost of the School Day Parent  
Council Toolkit 
http://bit.ly/CPAG_toolkit 

Creativity in a Nutshell
www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2017/05/creativity_E.pdf

The CfE Learner Journey
http://bit.ly/learner_journey

Digital Skills in a Nutshell
http://bit.ly/digital_careers 

Languages in a Nutshell
http://bit.ly/nutshell_languages

LANGUAGES IN A NUTSHELL 
The National Parent Forum of Scotland Guide to learning additional languages
 

Languages 
The 1+2 Approach to language learning is a Scottish Government policy  
that was launched in 2012 and is due to be implemented by 2021.

It aims to enable children and young people to study two languages in addition  to their mother tongue in all primary and secondary 
schools in Scotland up to the end of S3 – and beyond. This leaflet explains how the 1+2 Approach will be put into practice and why 
learning other languages is so important. It also suggests ways you can support your child’s language learning.

If your child attends a Gaelic  
medium school 
The 1+2 Approach also applies 
if your child is at a Gaelic 
medium school, where s/he will 
be learning Gaelic through an 
immersion approach. That means 
that Gaelic will be the normal language 
of instruction in every classroom from P1 
onwards. An additional language, such as 
French or Spanish, will be introduced no 
later than P5 in order to give your child the 
full entitlement to 1+2 languages.

If your child has additional support needs 
Children with additional support needs 
are also entitled to learn additional 
languages. They will be given support and 
an appropriate curriculum to help them 
overcome any barriers to their learning.
Parents may wish to discuss this with 
their school as part of the normal review 
procedures for support planning. 

Where can you find out more?  
 
By 2021 every pupil will have the opportunity to learn an 
additional language from P1 onwards, and a second additional 
language no later than P5. Many schools have already started 
on the programme and have made good progress towards 
implementing it fully. The policy can be found at 
www.gov.scot/Publications/2012/05/3670

In schools
For younger learners, the first additional language will be 
taught a little bit at a time. For example, teachers may use it for 
daily routines such as taking the register and ordering school 
lunches.  This is already a normal part of life for many children 
in the early stages of primary school in Scotland. As learners 
progress through primary school, they are likely to take part 
in discrete lessons but the language will also be practised and 
consolidated by the class throughout the week and embedded 
into the wider curriculum.

• In primary schools, the classroom teacher will normally teach 
the first additional language. In secondaries, the teacher will 
be a modern languages specialist. Modern language assistants, 
people from business, parents and other language speakers 
from the wider community may also work with teachers to 
help promote language learning.

• The language your child starts in P1 will be any language that 
is also offered in the local secondary school. This is to ensure 
that learners have the chance to develop their skills in enough 
depth to allow them to go on to gain an SQA qualification or 
award. French, German, Italian, Spanish, Gaelic, Urdu, Mandarin 
and Cantonese can all be studied up to Higher level.

• The second additional language can be one that fits the 
circumstances of your child’s school. This could be Gaelic, 
Scots, French, Mandarin, Polish, Hindi or British Sign Language 
and even Latin, among many others. Ideally, secondary schools 
will allow pupils to continue learning this language, and where 
possible as an option leading to an additional qualification or 
award in the senior phase.

Personally, I think that languages are very 
important in education. Educating our young 
people in school to have an international 
outlook and to be comfortable operating in a 
foreign language will remain very important 
economically as we move forward.  
KAREN BETTS, CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
SCOTCH WHISKY ASSOCIATION

 
I wish I’d learned Spanish when I lived in 
Spain. It’s something I regret not doing.  
I can understand a fair amount, I’m just 
not comfortable speaking it. 
ANDY MURRAY

I’m an internationalist. I’ve lived in 
France and Portugal and I’ve studied 
French and German. I love having 
these cultural associations. They 
make me stronger. JK ROWLING

Let’s Talk Resource
http://bit.ly/Lets-Talk_resource 

New

New
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Nationals 1-3
National 1
http://bit.ly/Nutshell_N1

National 2:
http://bit.ly/nutshell_N2

National 3
http://bit.ly/nutshell_N3 

National 4
Administration and IT
http://bit.ly/N4_administrationIT

Art and Design
http://bit.ly/N4_artdesign

Biology
http://bit.ly/N4_biology

Business
http://bit.ly/N4_business

Care
http://bit.ly/N4_care

Chemistry
http://bit.ly/N4_chemistry

Classical Studies
http://bit.ly/N4_classicalstudies

Computing Science
http://bit.ly/N4_computing_science

Design and Manufacture
http://bit.ly/N4_designmanufacture

Drama
http://bit.ly/N4_drama

Engineering Science
http://bit.ly/N4_engineeringscience

English
http://bit.ly/N4_english

Environmental Science
http://bit.ly/N4_environmentalscience

Fashion and Textile Technology
http://bit.ly/N4_fashiontextiles

Gaidhlig
http://bit.ly/N4_gaidhlig

Gaelic (Learners)
http://bit.ly/N4_gaeliclearners

Geography
http://bit.ly/N4_geography

Graphic Communication
http://bit.ly/N4_graphiccommunication

Health and Food Technology
http://bit.ly/N4_healthfoodtechnology

History
http://bit.ly/N4_history

Latin
http://bit.ly/N4_latin

Mathematics
http://bit.ly/N4_mathematics

Media
http://bit.ly/N4_media

Modern Languages
http://bit.ly/N4_modernlanguages

Modern Studies
http://bit.ly/N4_modernstudies

Music
http://bit.ly/N4_music

Music Technology
http://bit.ly/N4_musictechnology

PE
http://bit.ly/N4_PE

Physics
http://bit.ly/N4_physics

Practical Electronics
http://bit.ly/N4_practicalelectronics

Practical Metalworking
http://bit.ly/N4_practicalmetalworking

Practical Woodworking
http://bit.ly/N4_practicalwoodworking

RMPS
http://bit.ly/N4_RMPS

National 5 
Administration and IT
http://bit.ly/N5_administrationIT_2

Art and Design
http://bit.ly/N5_artdesign_2

Biology
http://bit.ly/N5_biology_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_biology

Business Management
http://bit.ly/N5_business_2
Revision http://bit.ly/N5_R_business

Care
http://bit.ly/N5_care_2

Chemistry
http://bit.ly/N5_chemistry_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_chemistry

Classical Studies
http://bit.ly/N5_classicalstudies_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_classical_studies

Computing Science
http://bit.ly/N5_computingscience_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_computing

Design and Manufacture
http://bit.ly/N5_designmanufacture_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_designmanufacture

Drama
http://bit.ly/N5_drama_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_drama

Engineering Science
http://bit.ly/N5_engineeringscience_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_engineeringscience

English
http://bit.ly/N5_english_2
Revision http://bit.ly/N5_R_english

Environmental Science
http://bit.ly/N5_environmentalscience_2

ESOL
http://bit.ly/N5_ESOL

Fashion and Textile Technology
http://bit.ly/N5_fashiontextiles_2

Gaelic (Learners)
http://bit.ly/N5_gaeliclearners_2

Gaidhlig
http://bit.ly/N5_gàidhlig_2

Geography
http://bit.ly/N5_geography_2
Revision http://bit.ly/N5_R_geography

Graphic Communication
http://bit.ly/N5_graphiccommunication_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_graphiccommunication

Health and Food Technology
http://bit.ly/N5_healthfoodtech_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_healthfoodtech

History
http://bit.ly/N5_history_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_history

Hospitality
http://bit.ly/N5_hospitality

Latin
http://bit.ly/N5_latin_2

Mathematics
http://bit.ly/N5_maths_2
Revision http://bit.ly/N5_R_maths

Media
http://bit.ly/N5_media_2

Modern Languages
http://bit.ly/N5_modernlanguages_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_french
http://bit.ly/N5_R_german
http://bit.ly/N5_R_spanish

Modern Studies
http://bit.ly/N5_modernstudies_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_modernstudies
 
Music
http://bit.ly/N5_music_2

Music Technology
http://bit.ly/N5_musictechnology_2

PE
http://bit.ly/N5_PE_2

Physics
http://bit.ly/N5_physics_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_physics

Practical Electronics
http://bit.ly/N5_practical_electronics_2

Practical Metalworking
http://bit.ly/N5_practical_metalworking_2

Practical Woodworking
http://bit.ly/N5_woodworking_2

RMPS
http://bit.ly/N5_RMPS_2
Revision
http://bit.ly/N5_R_RMPS

Learning Pathways in the Senior 
Phase and Beyond
http://bit.ly/learning_pathways_
seniorphase

National Improvement Framework
http://bit.ly/NIF_2

 

Pointers for Parents
http://bit.ly/pointersforparents

 

Progression in the Senior Phase
http://bit.ly/progression_seniorphase

 
Publications Guide
http://bit.ly/publications_guide_2

Review of the 2006 Parental 
Involvement Act
http://bit.ly/parental_involvement_act_
review

Sharing Learning, Sharing Assessment
http://bit.ly/sharinglearning_
sharingassessment

Skills in a Nutshell
http://bit.ly/nutshell_skills

Supporting Children’s Learning
http://bit.ly/supporting_childrens_
learning

Coming soon:
Wider Achievement
Armed services
CfE Trail

Revised
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Accounting 
http://bit.ly/higher_accounting_2

Administration and IT
http://bit.ly/higher_administrationIT_2

Art and Design
http://bit.ly/higher_art_design_2

Biology
http://bit.ly/higher_biology_2

Business Management
http://bit.ly/higher_
businessmanagement_2

Chemistry
http://bit.ly/higher_chemistry2

Computer Science
http://bit.ly/higher_computing_2

Design and Manufacture
http://bit.ly/higher_
designmanufacture_2

Drama
http://bit.ly/higher_drama_2

Economics
http://bit.ly/higher_economics_2

Engineering Science
http://bit.ly/higher_
engineeringscience_2

English
http://bit.ly/higher_english_2

ESOL
http://bit.ly/higher_ESOL_2

Geography
http://bit.ly/higher_geography_2

Graphic Communication
http://bit.ly/higher_graphic_
communication_2

Health and Food Technology
http://bit.ly/higher_healthfoodtech_2

History
http://bit.ly/higher_history_2

Human Biology
http://bit.ly/higher_humanbiology_2

Mathematics
http://bit.ly/higher_mathematics_2

Media
http://bit.ly/higher_media_2

Modern Languages
http://bit.ly/higher_modernlanguages_2

Modern Studies
http://bit.ly/higher_modernstudies_2

Music
http://bit.ly/higher_music_2

Music Technology
http://bit.ly/higher_musictechnology_2

PE
http://bit.ly/higher_PE2

Philosophy
http://bit.ly/higher_philosophy_2

Photography
http://bit.ly/higher_photography_2

Physics
http://bit.ly/higher_physics2

Psychology
http://bit.ly/higher_psychology2

RMPS
http://bit.ly/higher_RMPS_2
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NATIONALS IN A NUTSHELL
The National Parent Forum of Scotland National 5 Summary

  

Design & Manufacture
TECHNOLOGIES 

For more detailed course information:
SQA: Design and Manufacture National 5: www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47457.html
Education Scotland: https://education.gov.scot/nationalqualifications
Curriculum for Excellence Key Terms and Features Factfile:
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/Documents/CfEFactfileOverview.pdf

WHAT WILL MY CHILD EXPERIENCE  
DURING THE COURSE? 
• Active and independent learning through self and peer 

evaluations, reflecting on learning, setting targets, evaluating 
progress, making independent decisions, responding to feedback

• A blend of classroom approaches including practical, 
exploratory and experiential learning; using ICT; group work 
and peer learning

• Collaborative learning: partnerships with learners and staff 
in other curricular areas such as art and design; partnerships 
with the wider community and professional practitioners e.g. 
architects, manufacturers, design studios

• Space for personalisation and choice:  there are opportunities 
for personalisation and choice throughout the course, 
including in the assignment

• Applying learning
• Embedding literacy and numeracy skills: explaining and 

justifying decisions; researching and presenting information; 
evaluating; communicating; using ICT.

 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 
• The course will be assessed through a question paper (exam) 

and two assignments, which will be marked by SQA and 
graded A to D.

• The question paper is worth 80 marks and makes up 44% 
of the total assessment mark. Learners answer questions 
on the topics of design, workshop-based manufacture and 
commercial manufacture.

• The two assignments are linked and make up 56% of the 
total assessment mark. The design assignment is worth 55 
marks and requires learners to develop a proposed design in 
response to a set brief. For the practical assignment, learners 
manufacture their proposed product. The practical assignment 
is worth 45 marks.

National 5 progresses onto Higher Design and Manufacture

What skills will my child develop? 
• Skills in the design and manufacturing of straightforward models,  

prototypes and products
• Knowledge and understanding of manufacturing processes and materials 
• An understanding of the impact of design and manufacturing  

technologies on our environment and society
• Knowledge and understanding of industrial designers and  

commercial production
• The ability to devise design and manufacturing solutions to  

straightforward and more complex practical problems
• The ability to select and use a range of tools, equipment,  

software and materials 
• The ability to use modelling and manufacturing techniques in 3 D
• The ability to communicate design proposals 
• Creativity in an exciting and dynamic technological context
• The ability to evaluate and apply suggestions for improvement
• The ability to read drawings and diagrams
• Planning, analysing and evaluation skills 

NATIONAL5

DISCUSSION IN THE CLASSROOM
Our design brief was to create some outdoor seating for the school grounds. It had to be sustainable, affordable 
and appealing to young people. We worked in groups, first of all undertaking research on the internet about school 
seating designs and seats in public places. The tricky part was the choice of materials - what would be comfortable, 

attractive and cope with wear and tear?  Our group chose to use wood, sourced from fallen timber in the nearby park.  
We designed the seating with a very natural look, like a large log, to fit in with the  
location at the edge of the school playing field, and also because we remembered  
how much we liked to sit on logs in the local woods when we were younger.
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