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The SCQF is Scotland’s lifelong learning
framework. It can help you compare the wide
range of Scottish qualifications. It covers
achievements such as those from school,
college and university, and work-based
qualifications.

The SCQF has 12 levels. Qualifications

at level 1 are the simplest to achieve, and
qualifications at level 12 are the most
demanding. The SCQF credit points show
how much learning is involved in achieving
each qualification. One SCQF credit point

represents an average of 10 hours of learning.

For example, one person may study a course
at National 4 (SCQF level 4) and another at
Higher (SCQF level 6). Both award the same
number of SCQF credit points, but they are at
different levels of difficulty.

The SCQF makes qualifications easier to
describe and understand. Before the SCQF,

il

there was no easy way to compare different
types of qualifications. Now it is easy to see
that, for example, an Advanced Higher is at
the same level as a Higher National Certificate
(HNC), the first year of a degree or an SVQ
level 3. They are all at level 7 on the SCQF
because, although they have a different
focus, content and types of assessment, the
demands on the learner are roughly the same.
This means that your son or daughter can

be confident that their qualification has the
same worth whether it was achieved through
college, the workplace, school, university or
another route.

All Scottish universities and colleges are

now using SCQF levels and credit points to
describe their courses, if these are included
in the Framework. A wide range of other
learning is also recognised on the SCQF

and we have provided some examples over
the page. Employers are increasingly using
SCQF levels instead of, or as well as, types of
qualifications when they advertise jobs.



ScaF S Qualifications of Higher
Levels SQA Qualifications Education Institutions SVas/MAs

Doctoral Degree Professional Apprenticeship

Masters Degree, Integrated Masters . S
Degree, Post Graduate Diploma, Professional Apprenticeship
Post Graduate Certificate

Honours Degree, Graduate Diploma, . X )
Graduate Certificate Professional Apprenticeship

Professional Bachelors / Ordinary Degree, Technical Apprenticeship
Development Award Graduate Diploma, Graduate Certificate sva 4

Higher National Technical Apprenticeshij
- Dipmm; Diploma Of Higher Education P P

Advanced Higher, Awards, Higher National " N . Modern Apprenticeship
Scottish Baccalaureate Certificate Certificate Of Higher Education

Higher, Awards, Modern Apprenticeship
Skills for Work Higher

National 5, Awards, Modern Apprenticeship
Skills for Work National 5

National 4, Awards, National National
Skills for Work National 4 Certificate Progression Award

National 3, Awards,
Skills for Work National 3

National 2, Awards

National 1, Awards

The SCQF can: Table tip

Table notes



Other learning programmes and wider achievement

SCQF Award owner
level

Young Enterprise Scotland

The Boys’ Brigade

City & Guilds

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
The Outward Bound Trust

Skills Development Scotland

The British Sports Trust Sports Leaders UK

Co-operative Education Trust Scotland Ltd

SQA
Youth Scotland

Frequently asked questions

Award name

Can, Plan, Do: Supporting the Enterprise Journey
King George VI Leadership Programme

Diploma in Site Carpentry at SCQF level 6

Duke of Edinburgh Leadership Programme
Adventure & Challenge Award (5 day)

Certificate of Work Readiness

Sports Leadership

Certificate in Co-operative Studies
Employability Award

Dynamic Youth Awards One-Five Star Awards

How do SCQF credit points relate to UCAS tariff

points? Are they the same?

Credit
points

What do the level and credit columns mean on
my son or daughter’s SQA exam certificate?

Are Modern Apprenticeships (MAs) now on the
SCQF?

How do the Nationals and Curriculum for

Excellence fit with the SCQF?
How does the SCQF link with Scottish

Government’s Youth Employment Strategy,
Developing the Young Workforce?

W Twitter @SCQFPartnership
¥ Facebook www.facebook.com/scqfp
Im  www.linkedin.com/company/1843096
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