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COURSE ASSESSMENT: PORTFOLIO + QUESTION PAPER 

WHAT WILL MY CHILD EXPERIENCE DURING THE COURSE? 
•	 Active and independent learning including learning intentions and success 

criteria; planned critiques and ongoing dialogue to discuss choices and monitor 
progress, then plan next steps

•	 A blend of classroom approaches including experiential, practical learning with 
staff facilitating, guiding and supporting learners

•	 Collaborative learning:  discussing, debating and sharing ideas and techniques; 
peer assessment to develop critical analysis skills as well as whole class learning

•	 Collaboration projects might include: holding an art exhibition, working on a 
graphic design brief, producing material for a blog or website, organising a 
fashion show

•	 Space for personalisation and choice: in both the expressive and the design 
units and in the Portfolio, with extensive research options

•	 Applying learning to practical work with a solution-focused approach
•	 Embedding literacy skills: researching and presenting information; evaluating; 

discussing; listening; talking. 

ASSESSMENT 
•	 To gain National 5, learners must pass both Units and the Course Assessment 

(the Portfolio and the Question Paper) 
•	 Units are assessed by the school/centre (following SQA external quality 

assurance to meet national standards) 
•	 Unit assessment (or ‘evidence of learning’) will show competence in each of 

the two Units in 2D or 3D and may include sketch books, extended writing, 
notes, group discussions, reviews, critiques 

•	 The Course Assessment consists of the Portfolio (showing development and 
evaluation leading to one final piece of expressive art work and one final design 
solution) and the Question Paper (exam). These will be marked by the SQA.
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What skills will my child develop? 
•	 a greater knowledge, understanding and ability to critically analyse  

artists and designers as creative practitioners
•	 a deeper understanding of external factors influencing artists and designers
•	 experimenting with a variety of art and design materials to refine ideas
•	 practical skills in using materials, techniques and/or technology
•	 producing analytical drawings and investigative studies
•	 creativity and imaginative expression 
•	 critical appreciation of aesthetic and cultural values, identities and ideas
•	 planning, producing and presenting creative art and design work
•	 investigating and analysing how artists/designers use materials/techniques
•	 applying this knowledge to his/her own creative practice
•	 problem-solving and critical analysis to find solutions to design briefs
•	 confidence in creative practice and in creative self-expression
•	 enjoyment in the arts

APPLYING LEARNING TO  
EXPRESSIVE PROJECTS

A local business was looking for 
some branding advice. We were 
given a brief to design a logo 
and an A5 flyer promoting the 
business. Working in small teams, 

we developed our ideas before arriving 
at two possible design solutions which 
we presented to the owner of the 
business.  She picked one of the 
ideas and now we see it around 
our village!


